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Advertifement. 
: *F"HO the Small-Pox is more among us, 
than it has been for ſeveral Years, Re- 
ports, as ; uſual, have much exceeded the In- 
Bances of our Calamity. | 
Fr, if Compariſons may be allow'd to leſſen 
Misfortunes (as ſometimes they are) cur Num- 
bers conſidered, we have nor, for ſome Tears 
pt, had more Sichueſi and Mortality, tha 
meſt other Places. : 
And beſides this particular Diſtemper, we 
Late not knewn lefs I'neſs of rn uther. ſeyt, 
preſents. : 
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Conſolation for Parents YH 


UPON THERE þ 
Loſs of Children, Sc. 


UR Saviour's remarkable 
Ex preſſions and Behavis 
our towards Children, 
are thus repreſented aſter a very 
engaging and obliging manner: 


They brought Jorg Chil:r 
to Chriſt, that he ſhouid FIVE 
touch them: and bis 2 7, 5 1 
ciples rebuked thoſe that By, 

A 3 brought 
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- Conſolation 6 Ro 
brought them. But when Jeſus 
ſaw it, he was much diſpleaſed, and 
Jaid unto them, Suffer the little 
Children te come unto me, and forbid 
them not, for of ſuch is the King- _ 
dom of Gl 

3 erily F ſay unto you, whoſoever 
ſhall not receive the Kingdom of 
God as a little Child, he ſhall in 
not enter therein. 

And he took them up in his 


Arms, put his Hands upon them, 
— bleſſed them. 


Whereupon, our Church, in 
Publick Baptiſm, ſuitably ob. 
_ ? 


© He ctimeninded the Children 
* to be brought unto him: how 
© he blamed thoſe, that would 
$4 T0 * have 
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pon the Loſs of 
have kept them fcom him; ho 
* he exhorteth all Men to follow 
 * their Innocency: Ye perceive, 
© how by his outward Geſture 

d © and Deed he declared his 
Will towards them ; for he em- 
braced them in his Arms,he laid 
26 his Hands vpon them, and bleſſed 
| them. 8 N 
| And is there not here a ſpecial 
,-*  Reafon given for ſuch Candor 
and Goodneſs towards them, . by 
our Lord's ſaying as he doth, Of 


; ſuc h is the Kingdom of God? 


Cy R 


Whereby is plainly ſignified, 
that young Children are certainly 
entitled to all the preſent Benefits 
of the Chriſtian Church, 
the future Rewards of it. 
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$ Conſolation for Parents 


Whereupon our Church in 
particular, makes this Pious, 
True, and Comiortable Obſerva- 


3 


tion: 


FR 


lt is certain by God's 

© Word, that Children which are 

* baptized, dying before they 
commit actual Sin, are undoubt- 
edly ſaved. 

And this memorable Aſſertion 
proceeds ſrom the Divine Autho. 
rity of. our Lord, upon this folid 
Foundation laid down by him, 
F ſuch is the Kingdom of Ged. 
A Doctrine at all times welcome, 


/ 


upon the Loſs of Childres; | 


now much more ſeaſonable to be 
conſidered , from the numerous 


Inſtances that we have about us, 


of many young Children, eſpe- 


eially, that are ſeized with a 


, 


Diſtemper, Small ia its Name, 
not in its Malignity; that has re. 
moved ſeveral Children into the 


Aing dom of God. 


A 


Whereupon, my preſent Buſi- 
neſs is, to make ſome Chriſtian 
Improvements of this ſingular Pro- 
vidence of Heaven, from this 
evere Infition, and the Inſtan. 
ces of. fo many that now lie ſick, 


are dying, and have died among 


us. 


To take occaſion, I ſay, from 
| hence to lay down. ſome Mo. 
| tives 


10 Conſolation for Parents 
tives or Arguments for the Com- 
| fort of Parents, eſpecially upon 

the Loſs or Death of their Clnl. 

dren. Which, T am verily per- 
ſuaded, is one of the trueſt and 
deepeſt Sorrows that does or 
| can affect Human Nature 
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Yet I hope, it will appear, 
3 we are not without Relief and 
Support, if we would duly” and 
ſeriouſly confider, 255 
Firſt, That there are no cer- 
tain Lars, nor fixed Rules tor 
Precedency or Priority in the Caſe 
of Deatli, or Mortality. ae 


The Nature and Condition 
of Human Affairs, and the Re. 
ſult of Things here in this World, 
and 


* 2 


upon the Loſs of C hildren, Ir 


and our daily Experience, ſhew 
us abundantly, that there is no 
ecurity or Dependence on any 
tate or Condition of Human 


ite. ; 15 


* 


he Father may die before 


the Son, or the Son before the 


Father. And is it not viſible and 
notorious in the World, That the 
Advanced in Years have known 
abundance of all Ages and De. 
grees called to their long Homes 
before them? 


So that ſrom any Inſtance 
of this kind, we may ſay in 
like manner with the Apoſtle, 

E Beloved, think it not 
et. 4. ftrange concerning the 
Fiery Tryal which is to try you, . 
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12 Conſolation for Parents 


| as though ſome ſtrange thing hap- --- 
| pened unto you. | 


1 


Such Taſtances, and many 
of. this nature. are, we muſt 
now, very reconcilable with the 
Changes and Uncertainties of this 
preſeat Life. Whereupon the 
poſtle toonr purpoſe tells us, 
That no Man 2 * wn 
| wed with theſe Afﬀlidti- 
FINS ons, for your ſelves know | 
that we are appointed thereunto. 


Secondly, Upon ſuch an Inci- 
dent or Occaſion, we may | 
juſtly and profitably reflect upon : 
| our ſelves, ſo as to eſteem it, and 
be moved by it, as the Hand of 
God, or his Affliction and due 
Puniſhment upon us, not on them. 
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upon the Loſs of Children. 13 
will bereave them of Chil- 
| dren, ſays God by the Janes 

ophet, - in the Se- Ou”: 
verity of his Wrath and Threa- 
tening. And if fo, 


Lam. 3. 39. 


Wherefore doth a liv- - © 


ing Man complain, a Man for the 


Puniſhment of his Sins 


? 


8 4 o * * 


But rather conclude from 
thence, and ſay, 


1 will bear the Indignation of 
the Lord, becauſe I bave 
ſinned againſt him. 
And in the midſt of this Judg- 
ment God may have remembred 
Mercy towards us. 


Mic. 7. 9. 


olation for Parents 
We might have been too 
fond of them, or depended too 
much upon them; ſo that God, 
by taking them to himſelf, may 
ave more of our Thoughts and 
Service; and 'we may 
deatet to him, than our deareſt 
Children could have been to us, 
by the Exerciſe of thoſe Duties 
hereupon, of Patience, Submiſſion, 
and Reſignation to the Will of 
Iſa C God. For in my Wrath 
I ſmote thee, But in my 
Favour have I had Mercy on thee. 


_ Thirdly, Upon ſuch a ſevere 
Inftance, or Tryal of Providence | 
| as we have wow before us, | 

may, and ſhould receive preſent 
Comfort; from a Belief, or Con. 
Bak Is ſciouſnels 


upon the Loſs of Children. i 


| 

1. 
ſeiouſaeſs to our ſelves, that we 1 
have, while our deceaſed Children J 


were living, diſcharged or per- 
ſormed the Parts of our Place 
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or Relation rowards them, with a I 
regard to their Good and Iniereſt, 1 
in all reſpects that Nature, Reaſon | | 


GIN OI 


Pu — 
* * 


and Religion required ſrom us. 
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Speaking of the like Cafe, ſays 
a noted Author of oll, That 
*- which is the greateſt and firmeſt 
Caonſolation, is, that they are 
not alrogerher taken from us, 
but removd from our Sight and 
; Company for a ſhort time. 


bend 80 that uwden we meet at that 
term of Life which Nature has ſet 
* us, we ſhall preſently re enjoy 

*their Company, and have again 
B 2 r ſweet 


16 Conſolation for Parents 


* ſweet Converſe and Fellowſhip 
* with them : | | 
So that, when we meet 
them again at the Great Day, 
as we certainly ſhall, and- ves 
ry likely, know them too, it 
may de with Joy, and not with 
Grief, as we part now; and that 
our Joy will then encreaſe, ſrom 
the Approbation of God, the 
Teſtimony of our Children, and 
our own Confciences fully and 
clearly diſcharged, when we liv'd 
and parted in this Vale of Tears 
and Sorrow. 
Whereupon, we may piouſly 


repeat and apply thoſe Words of 
the wp A Voice was heard 
in Rama, Lamentation 
and bitter, Mourning ; 
Rachel weeping for her 
1 Children, 


Jerem. Its 


15. 


upon the Loſs of Chi 


Children, refuſed to be comferte 
becauſe they were not. 
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46 


* 


bus faith the Lord, Refrain 


* 


thy Voice from Weeping, and thine 
Eyes from Tears; for thy Work 
ſhall be rewarded, ſaith the Lord, 
and they ſball come. gain from the 
Land of the Enemy. 72 Heil; 40 

Aud there is Hope in the nd, 
faith the Lord, that thy Children 
Hall come again to their own Border, 


Faurthbiy, For our further Con- 
ſolation in this Caſe, a very Great 
and True one indeed, wie 
conſider their — Welfare 
in the other World: Of ſuch is 
the Kingdom of God. 
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18 Conſolation for Parents 


And as we at the Beginning, 
cited from our Church - Sentiment 
of thoſe that die in Baptiſmal 
Inſancy, or unſpotted ren they 
are undoubtly ſaved. 


And if we rs 
for them; not for them, certainly, 
thoſe pure innocent Souls, that 
in their White Robes, Emblems 
of their Innocency, follow the ran 
whitherſoever be goeth. 


- The Ti 3 we are told. 


did uſually bewail the Birth, and 
rejoice at the Death of their 


Children: For the Concluſion of 
their Life, ſays my Author, they 
reckoned as the End of their Mi- 
(cries, and the Port, or Haven 
Tt of 


— 
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of Death, breathing out his 


the Loſs of Children. 19 
of Reſt ; but the Beginning of 
their Life, with Regret they 
look d upon as their Entrance upon 


Sorrows and Afflictions. 


* 
«t 1 * , 2 


Would you ſee your 
again labouring under Pain, Sick. 
neſs and Diſeaſes ss 


Would you behold him again 
befpread all over with that noĩiſome 


Diſeaſe, now ſo common? God 


remove it from ulis 


Would you once more ſee 
your growing Vouth of either 
Sex, ſtrugling with the Tortures 
aſt 
with frightſul Groans, Shrieks or 
C eggs PTA 
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Would you cruelly wiſh your 


beloved Child, or Children, to 


become again ſubject to all the 
Sufferings of Death and Morrta. 
lity 2. * | | . 


7 7 I 
* 


Or, which is worſe, Would 
you impiouſly wiſh them to return 
to you, out of the Paradiſe they 
are now in; and for this forrow- 


ſul State of ours, be diſpolleſs'd 


of the Joys in Heaven?n 


Wich due Thoughts of Reafon 
and Religion about you, conſider; 
I beſeech you, if this be not your 
Caſe, 'who lament for them that 
are free from all Troubles, and poſ- 
ſeſt of Happineſs beyond Expreſiie 


On. i | ; 
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the Holy and Bleſſed Virgin 


upon the Loſs of Children. 21 


From theſe Thoughts, it would 
ſhame a Chriſtian, to be told of 
that Inſtance in Heathen Theolo- 


gy, relating to the Grecian Argia, 


that Mother of two Sons; who 
having received or experienc'd a 
remarkable Inflance of Duty or 
Regard from them; and praying 
thar the greateſt Bleſſings that 
could be conferr'd on obedient 
Children, might be their Portion, 
ſound them both dead the next 
Day; Receiving them into the 
cther World, ' beivg the happieſt 
Recompence. 


* 


I ſhall chooſe to conclude this 


Particular, with that moſt admi- 


rable and exemplary Iaſtance of 
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22 Conſolation for Parents + 


Mary, the Mother of our Lord, 
with what is faid of her by St. 
Joh.! at Jahn, There ſlood by the 
its) - Croſs of Feſas, his Mo 
Ger. 11 


Hereupon were certainly veri | 
yd the Words ſpoken o, her by 
La. 2 3g. another Evangeliſt Tex, 
4 Sword ſhall pierce thre 
thy own. Soul B 
What a Sight mutt it be, ſor her 
to behold ſuch a Son! 


The Son of her Womb, and the 
Son of her Vows, as Solo- 

mon (peaks, ſuffering ſo 
much Shame and Indignity, with 
ſuch Sorrows, Agonies and Tor- 
es!. 


n 


cc 


See here a moſt admirable Pat. 
tern of mighty Patience, 
profound Faith, of. invincible 
Courage and Magnanimity of 
Soul and Spirit. She ſtood firm 
re ſolute, by the - Cries: of 
Jeſus, when he was Bleeding, 
Dying, crying out with his laſt 
Breath, | | 


« 


My God ! My God: 
thou forſaken me 
et others, in their ſhort Cir- 
cumſtances of Grief and Sorrow, 
learn from her, and fay in her 
Words | | 


Sch 
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22 Conſolation for Parents 


Mary, the Mother of our Lord, 

with what is faid of her by St. 

Joh. 19.23. John, There ſtood by the 
| ; Croſs of Jeſus, his Mo 

r. . CH 


- 


- Hereupon were certainly vert | 
yd the Words ſpoken of her by 
La. 2:35, another Evangeliſt Tea, 
| 4 5 word fpall Pierce thro : 
thy own Soul | | >*þ 


Q * 8 ; 1 « 


» 4 


what a Sight mult it be, ſor her 
to behold fuch a Son! 


The Son of her Womb, and the 
Pro, 44:2, e of her Vows, as Solo- 
= mon ſpeaks, ſuffering {a 
much Shame and Indignity, with 
ſach Sorrows, Agonies and Tore 
tures ! 


cc 


- 


profound Faith 


Courage and M 
Soul and Spirit. 
and reſolute, 


Jeſus, 


Dying, crying out with his laſt 


Breath, 


when he 


See here a molt 
tern of mighty 


admirable Pat. 


Patience, 
of. invincible 


agnanimity of 
She ſtood firm 


8. 


he Cries o 
Bleeding, 


„ God ! My God! Why haſt 


thou forſaken me? 


Let others, in their ſhort Cir- 


cumſtances of Grief 


and Sorrow, 


learn from her, and fay in her 


Words, 
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24 Conſolation for Parents 


My Soul doth magnifie the Lord, 

= and my Spirit hathrejoiced in God 
my Saviour. 

Fifthly, As another way or 

| Means for leſſening Serrow on ſuch 


Occaſions, (ſome there muſt, and 
will be,) 


Let us conſider the Danger of 
the Miſcarriages there might be 
in thoſe that are taken away in 
their earlier Days. | 

- *Tis ſaid of 44jjah, who was to 
ſucceed his Father in the Kingdom 


9 


; of 1ſrael, | 
The Child ſhall dye, and all 
Iſrael ſhall mourn for bim, and 


» 


4 


£ 1 ury 


\ 


ET 


* 
# 


upon the Loſs of Children. 23 


ury him; for he only of Jerobo- 
r Kin. 14, amm (hal come. to the 
12,13, Grave, becauſe in him 
there is found ſome good thing, to- 
ward the Lord God of Iſrael 


He was not like to be guilty of, 
er ſo much as ſubject to the Sins | 
of his Father and Fore fathers. 


So that being taken away from - 


an Evil to come, as this Prophet | 

| ſpeaks, we may profitably apply . 
it in this Caſe, eſpecially to Moral 4 

Evils. [ 

L 

Which, an early Deceaſe, an 
immature End, may, and certain. L 


ly doth obviate and prevent. 
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26 Conſolation for Parents 


Tis not an unprofitable Sence 
that is couch'd in that Saying of 
the Greeks, 


He dies young that God loves. 


Many a Parent that has ſeen the 


Parts and Endowments, and the 
miſerable Abuſe of a Religious, 
.careful and generous yr ages 


have been tempted to wiſh, 
the Scripture ſpeaks, their Modiers 


to have had a Miſcarrying Womb, 
aud dry Breaſts; or to ſay, It had 


been good for them if they had never 
Been born. 


But ſuch as This, is not the 
Grief, Care, or Concern of thoſe, 
whom God is pleaſed to try and 


exerciſe 


* 


— 


on the Loſs of Children. 27 


exerciſe with an early Remove» 


al of their dear and beloved Chil. 
dren. | 


Who may, and ought to be 
hereupon comforted: with theſe 
Words of the Prophet, IE. . 1, 
Conſidering that the Righ. G 
recus is taken away fromthe Evil ite 
come: He ſhall enter into Peace; 
they ſhall die in their Beds. 

Sixthly, As another Thought, 
or Conſideration on the Deceaſe, 
or Removal of our Children, It 
may not be amiſs, but rather 
helpful, to recollect ſometimes, 
what may have been vertuous, 


good, commendable, or deſirable 
in them. . 
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28 Conſolat ion for Parents 


But herein, you il ſay, many are 
too apt and inclinable of them- 
ſelves; and dwelling continually 


on the Sweetneſs or Excellency 


of their Nature or Carriage ; and 
aud what is valuable or Praile- 
worthy in their deceaſed Chil. 
dren, may too much afflict them 
ſelves by it; as is very poſſible, 
and too common. 


Quite contrary to the Uſe and 


Practice that wife and gooa Men 


make ſrom the Remarks or Reſſe 
cting upon their Children dead 
and gone, that have been good, 

vertuous and valuable. 


How u iſely was it done of Je. 
vof hen, ſays the Roman Orator, 
: 5 A ho 


son the Loſs of Cbillten. 29 


who in the Performance of ſacred 
Offices of Religion, having an 


Account brought him of his Son's 


falling in Battel, thereupon pro- 

feſs'd folemnly, he had more Sa- 
tisfaction from the Thoughts of 
his Son's dying bravely, than he 
had Trouble for his Death. 


* And Hiſtory (lays he) tells 

us of Pericies, that being in the 
- © ſpace of four Days deprivd of 

* two Sons, eminent for their 

Parts and Actions, he was ſo 

* firm and regular in his Sorrow 

* for them; that he did not in'the- 
leaſt change or vary in the accu- 
ſtom'd way or manner of his 
| Behaviour. | 
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30 Conſolation for Parents 


The Righteous ſhall be hal in 
11 everlaſting remembrunce. 
Ihe Memory of the Juſt is 

Jleſſed. 


And upon the Recolledt ion of 
ſuch, that have proceeded from us, 
tho now no more, 


We have Reaſon; very great 
Reaſon, to be chearſul in our 
elves, and thankful to God, that 
any of ours have been Inſtruments 
of his Glory, have been, and done 
good in their Generation, or are 
received in their Innocency into 
the Manfions of Divine Bliſs and 
Mercy. 


* 


upon the Loſs of Children. 30 


Whom we may thereſore hope 
| and expect to meet with Joy and 
Conſolation at the laſt Day. 


— 1 So ſhall we ever be with the 
i Theſf.,.,, Lord. Wherefore com- 


17, 18. fort one another. with 
theſe Words, 


* 


of 
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r 


we, 


39 


event hiy, Another Advice or 
Direction to ſuch as are thus ſor- 
rowful or dejected, is, 


That they would employ theme 
ſelves in ſome. convenient or ne- 
ceflary Buſinefs, ſuitable to. their. 
Way, Genius or Capacity. 

9 hich may be proper and 
ſeaſonable, as upon other Accounts, 
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32 Conſolation for Parents 
ſo likewiſe for diverting the 


Thoughts of exceſſive Grief or 
Trouble. 


For, to be conſtantly penſive 
and muſing upon one Matter, 
eſpecially when uneaſie, grievous 
and afflictive, muſt be very 
irkſome and oppreſſive. And if 


too much inſiſted on, continued 


and indulged, no wonder if it 
prove intolerable, and too much 
for us, and end in that 
Sorrow that worketh 
Death. 


Whereas ſuch Application to 
Buſineſs as is mentioned, and 
Induſtry in it, does not only 
divert ſad Reflections, careful and 
anxious Thoughts, and turn Care 

| into- 
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into a different Current; but due 
Induſtry in honeſt Buſineſs, is in 
it ſelt a commendable Vertue, 
and a Chriftian Duty, that will 
engage the Divine Providence io 
protect, aſſiſt and ſupport us. 


Etghthly, Thoſe that are weary 
and heavy laden with ſuch Sorrow 
and Affliction, I would, and do 
adviſe, to apply to ſcon as may 
be, to the Houſe of God, and 
Publick Service of the Church. 


And I cannot but julily blame 
the too common Practice of moſt 
People, who do, upon their world- 
ly Sorrows, Sufferiogs or Afflictie 
ons. and the ] oſs or Removal of 
Friends or Children, keep from 
the publick Worſhip and Divine 
Ordinances of God. 


Which 
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Which ought certainly to be 
much more regarded and obſerved: 
by them on ſuch Occaſions, a 
greeable to Solomons Sentiment 
relating to the Publick Service or. 
Worthip of God. 
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 Whatſe lague, whatſoever 
I Kin. 8 Sickneſ« there Ve; What- 
37, ©. foever Prayer or Suppli 
cation be made by any Man: 7 hen 
hear thou in Heaven, thy dwellings 
place, forgive and do, and give to 
every Man according to his Ways, 
whoſe Heart thou knoweſt. 


Contrary to this, you may have 
obſerv d, 
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That Troubles, Sorrows. or 
Afflictions occaſioned by Suffer- 
ings, Loſſes or Calamities, eſpeci- 
ally by the Death of Friends or 
Relations, ſhall detain People 
from the Houſe of God, and the 
Solemn Publick Duties and Ser- 
vices of Religion. 


4 


* 


As if upon ſuch Occaſ ons they 
were to leſſen their Devotions 
towards God, and become more 


negligent and remiſs in his Ser- 


I ſpeak it the rather, and the 
more plainly, becauſe it ſo much 


practiſed, and ſo little taken notice 
of. 
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For if there be a Duty, whereby 
a melancholy Parent, when de 
prived of a beloved Child; when 


a forrowſul Widower or Widow; 


a diſappointed Expectant; an un- 
W or ruinated Dealer ; 2 
Loſer or Sufferer in any kind, 
would bereliev'd 1n his Thoughts, 
eaſed in his Mind or Spirit, or 
would be effectually comforted or 
ſupported ; it ſhould be, to repair 
immediately, and ſo ſoon as may 
be, to the Chriſtian Church, the 
ſolema Aſſembly of God's peo. 
ple. 


To reſort to theſe publick Pla- 
ces, and the ſacred Ordinances in 
thein, full of Divine Help and 
Conlolation. | 


* 


n 


D 


1 


N 
R 


* 
* 
nf * 
OR) EP nf 
1 2 IT 
5 * ä 


upon the Loſs of Children. 33 


| Pr. alas J was glad when they ſaid 
| ' unto me, Let us go unto 
the Houſe of the Lord. [ 
Spiel Made K aint | | 
Remedy for Temporal Sorrows; | 


and ſuch is certainly to be ſound | 
in the ſolemn Worſhip and Ser. | 
vice of God, under all kinds of } 


| Suffering and Afflition. : [| 
1 This is a better Expedient, [| 
certainly better, than to -repine |! 
| and murmur over our Griefs and I! 
Misfortunes in retir d Melancholy —- 
and Tears. [| 


3 D 


It is a reafonable Practice, and 
what is, I think, our Duty to ob- 
ſerve, on the firſt Onſet, and the | 
£ qginning of Sorrows. 


If 
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It J have been ſomewhat long 
on this Subject, tis the more 
excuſable, as I obſerv'd, from the | 
ſlender Notice taken of the too 
common Practice in many neg 
lecting the Holy Divine Worſhip 
and the Sacred Offices of Religi- 
on, by reaſon of that Sorrow and 
Affliction, that ſhould rather fur- 
ther and promote it. 


Since, as our Lord aſſures us, 
There two or three are 
gathered together in my 
Name, there am I in the midſt of 
them. Which is indeed, obſerved 
by too few. 


Matt. I 8. 2 O. 
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For were theſe Thoughts of 
God's being there preſent, to be- 
hold, aſſiſt and reward us, believd 
by them, how could any be re. 


miſs or indifferent on theſe Occa- 
ſions? 


This, Chriſtianly and piouſly 
obſerv'd, would help to eaſe our 
Minds chear our Hearts, and quiet 
all our Murmurs and Com- 
plaints, 


In my Diſtreſs ] called upon the 
„Lord, and cried unto my 
5 God, and he did hear my 
Voige out of his Temple, 

and my. Cry did enter into bis. 
Ears. 


D 2 Ninthly, 
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Ninthly, The concluding Ad- 
vice or Direction upon fuck like 


ecaſion, is, to remind us, 


are to joflow them. 


that we 


Whereupon, nothing is more 
ſeaſonable, neceſſary and infiru- 
ive, than thoſe Words of David, 


| Now he 35 dead, 


Tam. 12 


where 


iy '" fore ſhould I faſt? Car 1 


| bring him back 
I ſha go to him, but he 


Jeu u lo me. 
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This due and wi Thought 
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dry'd up his Tears, leſſe 
Sorrou 3nd his Grict fcr 
ceas'd Child. 
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Grief which is certainly unpro»« | 
fitable to the Departed, may be, 
and often is, diſſerviceable to the | 
Living ; eſpecially when there is, 
as here intimated by David, 
another Thought to employ us, 
and another Work to be done 
upon it. | | 
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To entertain our ſelves with the. | 
ſerious Aſſurance of following. | | 


Thoſe that have thus gone belore | | 
us; Which, if duly regarded, muſt | | 
prevail with us to fit, prepare and 
qualifie our ſelves accordingly. | 


And here it may be again ſea- 
fonable to remind you of the Oc- - 
caſion Of this Subject, ſo as to 
recollect the remarkable Provi- 
D 3 dence 
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dence of God, with re ſpect to that 
calamitous Diſtemper. and the 
mortal Inſtances of ſaflering by ir, 
ſo very frequent I.. us. For 

Dov when thy Fudgments are 
2 0 on the Earth, the Inhabi- 
tants of the World ay learn righ 


teouſucſs. 


Can we hear, cr behold, what 
is every where: about us, without 


Behaviour upon ſuch a remarkable 
Aman, 2 


Ik it be demanded; what that 
ſhould be? Certainly, the leaſt 


abſolutely: neceſſary hereupon, is 
to become more zealous and 
- conſtant than * in all, and 


ct 


14 eſpecially 
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expreſſing or ſhewing ſume ſuitable 


that we can do, and which ſeems 
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_ elpecially in our Publick Prayers 
and Devotions; ſor the ſake of 
thoſe that are ſiek and dying, and 
thoſe that are yet living and 
Well. | 


That the Hand of the n is.| | 
very heavy upon us, is unqueſtiona- | | 
ble, and by moſt, I believe, much 
lamented. And i {o, where is a 
Remedy. and a ſure one, for this 
ſad Diſcaſe? 


'Tis with hearty, mti and 
devout Prayers to call upon God || 
for ſeaſonable Help, Relief 1 
| "Comfort. 


There are many, you hear at 
Church, that deſire to be pray d 
tor at this time, and upon this 
Occaſion. | Let 
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Let us have many of you daily 
to pray wich us for them 

You cannot better ſerve your 
| ſelves and them in theſe Streights 
and Difficulties, than in thus con- 
joy ning with the Church Prayers 
and Petitions for your Friends, 
= Neighbours and Acquaintance, 
Ping ſo ſadly diſeaſed on their 
W unealie, ſick and dying Beds. 
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Can you ſtay at home (as too 
many of you do) and keep from 
Church, where you might be ſo 
W helpful to ſuch Numbers that need 
and deſire your Prayers and Pity > 
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Try 
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Try the Experiment. If you 
u would be more ſecure and healthy, 
be more frequent and numerous in 
the Houſe of God, where you 

are called to Daily Devott- 
on. 


* And it thevld be fpecially re. 


membred by you, when fo 


many languithing Objects call for 


Warning being giren to the peonle 


by the Tolling of a Bell, we with eve 


ry H uſho!der du elling within haif a 
Mile of the Church, to come, or' ſend 
one, at leaſt, of his Houſhold, fir to 


join with the M. niſter in Pra: eN. CS. 
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our Spiritual Aſſiſtance there. 
And above all, 


Be perſwaded to frequent the 
Holy Communion, that is ſo oſten 
adminiſtred among us. 


This will engage God to favour, 
bleſs and preferve Us and Oars; 
ſtrengthen and ſupport us under 
our Loſſes, Difficulties and Af. 
fictions; and will moſt effectually 


Prepare us for that certain Great 


Change that is approaching to 
every one ct rs. 


Now, our Lord Jeſus  Chrif 
2 Theſſ. 12. himſelf. aud God, even 


16, 17 oar Father, which hath 
\ 17. 
loved us, "oval given us 


everlaſting, | 
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upon the Loſs of Children. 47 
everlaſting Conſolaticn and good 
Hope through Grace, comfort your 


Hearts, and ſtabliſb you in every | 
good Word and Work. | 
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